
Early Life

The Academy at
Elizabethtown,

Elizabeth, Essex
County 

Hello Hamilton fans! Below you will find the perfect itinerary

for a historic Hamilton trip within NJ! This is a timeline of

Hamilton's life and his active role in the Revolutionary War,

along with the exclusive locations that you can visit. 

Hamilton was born on the island

of Nevis in the British West

Indies, on January 11, 1755 or

1757. He grew up in a very

humble home and eventually

wrote his way up to become

one of America's Founding

Fathers.

Liberty Hall, Union,
Union County

Hamilton Walk through History

You can visit the Academy at

42 Broad St.

Elizabeth, NJ 07201. For more

info visit their official

Facebook,

https://www.facebook.co

m/snyderacademy/ 

At 15 years old Hamilton moved

to the U.S. in October of 1772 to

attend college. Since he had

little to no formal education,

before enrolling in King's

College he first enrolled in a

preparatory school - the

Academy at Elizabethtown.

Hamilton attended two

semesters at the school in the

winter of 1772 and the spring of

1773.

While Hamilton was a

preparatory student at the

Elizabethtown Academy, he

lived with the family of William

Livingston in their home called

Liberty Hall. Hamilton continued

to visit the home throughout

the decades.

1755

1772

1773

Liberty Hall is now a museum that is

open for tours by reservation. For more

info visit our website,

https://www.journeythroughjersey.c

om/sites/liberty-hall-museum/

Click on the
links and

song titles
for easier

navigating!

Hamilton's early life is

mentioned in the song

"Alexander

Hamilton", in the

Broadway musical

Hamilton.

https://www.facebook.com/snyderacademy/
https://www.facebook.com/snyderacademy/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/liberty-hall-museum/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhinPd5RRJw


Washington’s Crossing
State Park, Titusville,

Mercer County

Princeton
Battlefield State

Park, Princeton,
Mercer County 

While Hamilton was in

Elizabethtown, he spent a great

deal of time with the family of

Elias Boudinot, who later served

as President of the Continental

Congress. He was a constant

visitor at Boxwood Hall and

developed a friendship with the

Boudinots that would last his

lifetime. 

 

 On Christmas Day, Hamilton

joined General Washington and

the Army as they crossed the

Delaware River to attack the

Hessian garrison at Trenton,

New Jersey. Although Hamilton

was sick, he and his company

swarmed into Trenton, surprising

the Hessians. Hamilton was

perhaps at his deadliest in this

battle.  He set up two guns

under fire, leaned into the

blowing snow, and ordered his

men to blast Trenton’s streets

clear of the counterattacking

Hessian infantrymen and

artillery gunners. 

 

In one of the fiercest battles of

the American Revolution, the

Princeton battle, American

troops under General

Washington surprised and

defeated a force of British

soldiers on the morning of

January 3, 1777. 

 Today, a visitor center and the

Johnson Ferry house tell the story of

the crossing, the war, and life along

the Delaware at the time of the

Revolution. For more info visit our

website,

https://www.journeythroughjersey

.com/sites/washingtons-crossing-

state-park/

You can visit the grounds where the

battle took place in the Princeton

Battlefield State Park, located in

Princeton, Mercer County. For more

info visit our website,

https://www.journeythroughjersey

.com/sites/princeton-battlefield/

1776

1773 Boxwood
Hall,

Elizabeth,
Essex

County

Boxwood Hall is open to the public

and admission is free. For more info

visit our website,

https://www.journeythroughjers

ey.com/sites/boxwood-hall-

state-historic-site/ 

1777

American Revolution

https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/washingtons-crossing-state-park/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/princeton-battlefield/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/boxwood-hall-state-historic-site/


Arnold Tavern,
Morristown, Morris

County 

Monmouth
Battlefield,

Manalapan, Monmouth
County

During the Princeton battle

Hamilton fired cannons at

British troops blockaded in

Nassau Hall, the main building

of the College of New Jersey

(currently Princeton University).

Three years earlier, Hamilton

had applied to the college but

had been rejected when he

asked for permission to take

courses at his own pace.

Following the victories of the

battles at Trenton and

Princeton, the Arnold Tavern

served as General

Washington's winter

headquarters from January-

May of 1777. During this time

Washington asked Alexander

Hamilton to leave his position

as captain of the New York

Artillery Company to become

an aide-de-camp. Hamilton

officially joined Washington's

staff and therefore lived in

the tavern during the winter

encampment.

1777

1777
Nassau Hall
(Princeton

University),
Princeton,

Mercer County

You can also visit Nassau Hall

(Princeton University) in Princeton,

Mercer County. For more info visit

the website below,

https://artmuseum.princeton.ed

u/campus-art/places/18353?

lat=40.3488&lon=-74.6594 

1778

The tavern is no longer there, but a plaque

marks the site where it once stood. You

can visit the Jacob Arnold Tavern Site

located at 20 North Park Pl, Morris County

across from the Green, in front of Charles

Schwab.

https://www.google.com/maps/dir//2

0+North+Park+Place,+Morristown/@40.7

973508,-74.5516369,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!

1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c3a6bc62bc0e5f:0x2

3cacf2d4649a72b!2m2!1d-

74.481597!2d40.797372?hl=en

Monmouth Battlefield State Park preserves

and interprets a rural 18th-century

landscape on which the battle was waged.

Visit our website for more info,

https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/

sites/monmouth-battlefield/

The Monmouth battle is

mentioned in the song "Stay

Alive", in the Broadway musical

Hamilton.

 

On June 28, 1778, Washington and

his Continental Army troops

plotted an ambush as Sir Henry

Clinton and his British troops

departed from the Monmouth

Court in Monmouth County, New

Jersey. The Battle of Monmouth

became one of the largest battles

of the American Revolution.

During the battle, Hamilton and

Lafayette were close behind

General Washington on the battle

line as he rallied the Continental

Army to near victory

https://artmuseum.princeton.edu/campus-art/places/18353?lat=40.3488&lon=-74.6594
https://artmuseum.princeton.edu/campus-art/places/18353?lat=40.3488&lon=-74.6594
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/20+North+Park+Place,+Morristown/@40.7973508,-74.5516369,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c3a6bc62bc0e5f:0x23cacf2d4649a72b!2m2!1d-74.481597!2d40.797372?hl=en
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/monmouth-battlefield/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u44jORNkM3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u44jORNkM3g


The Hermitage, 
Ho-Ho-Kus, Bergen

County 

YVisit the Hermitage grounds located

in Ho-Ho-Kus, Bergen County, New

Jersey. For more info on the museum

visit their website,

https://thehermitage.org/

 

Wallace House and Old Dutch
Parsonage, Somerset,

Somerset County

Following the Battle of

Monmouth, Hamilton,

Washington and Lafeyette

stopped by the Great Falls

formerly known as Totowa Falls

for a picnic. That picnic proved

pivotal in the history of Paterson

and the nation. As America's

first Treasury Secretary ,

Hamilton laid out a plan for

Paterson as America’s first

industrial city. 

Washington’s entire entourage,

including Hamilton, his frenemy Aaron

Burr, Lafayette and John Laurens spent

time at the Hermitage during July of

1778. It was owned by Theodosia

Prevost and her husband, a British

officer. 

Theodosia and Burr developed an

intimate friendship that attracted

immense criticism and disapproval.

After the death of her husband and the

end of the war, Theodosia and Burr

married at the Hermitage in July 1782. 

As an aide-de-camp for

Washington, Hamilton stayed at

the Wallace House while the house

served as Washington's official

headquarters from December 1778

to June 1779. During this period

additional plans were made with

the new American allies, the

French. Hamilton, fluent in French,

helped with communications,

translating letters and likely the

personal conversations between

Washington and the French

Minister.

You can visit the Wallace House

which is now a museum at 71

Somerset St, Somerville, NJ

08876. For more info visit our

website,

https://www.journeythroughje

rsey.com/sites/wallace-

house-and-old-dutch-

parsonage-state-histor/

1778

1778 The Great
Falls,

Paterson,
Passaic
County 

You can visit the falls at 72

McBride Avenue Extension

Paterson, NJ 07501. The park is

open every day. Some park

facilities and roads are closed

during the winter. For more info

visit our website,

https://www.journeythroughje

rsey.com/sites/paterson-

great-falls-national-park/

1779

Their romance is mentioned in

the songs “The Story of

Tonight-Reprise” and “Dear

Theodosia”, in the musical

Hamilton.

https://thehermitage.org/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/wallace-house-and-old-dutch-parsonage-state-histor/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/paterson-great-falls-national-park/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTgQFx9bZ6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKpJjdKcjeo


The Steuben House
(Historic New Bridge Landing),

Bergen County

The Schuyler-
Hamilton House,

Morristown, Morris
County

Ford Mansion
(Morristown

National Historical
Park), Morristown,

Morris County
The Ford Mansion owned by

Theodosia Ford, Jacob Ford’s

widow, was General Washington's

headquarters during the winter of

1779-1780. Washington, his wife

Martha, and five aides-de-camp,

took over the rest of the house.

Since Hamilton was one of

Washington's aide-de-camp’s he

also resided in the Ford Mansion.

During this time Hamilton would visit

Elizabeth (Betsy) Schuyler, his

future wife, at the Jabez Campfield

House (currently the Schuyler-

Hamilton House) which was only a

quarter mile away from the home.

Visit the Schuyler-Hamilton House

located at 5 Olyphant Place,

Morristown, NJ 07960. For more info

visit their official facebook,

https://www.facebook.com/Sch

uyler-Hamilton-House-

119730644741433/?tn-str=k*F  

During the winter of 1779-80,

Schuyler’s aunt and uncle resided in

the home because her uncle, Dr. John

Cochran, was assigned to

Washington.  Mrs. Cochran invited

her niece to spend the winter with

her, at the same time Hamilton was

stationed in Ford Mansion. Hamilton

began courting Schuyler and by April

they were engaged.

In the American Revolution, New

Bridge Landing was the site of a

strategic bridge crossing the

Hackensack River, where Washington

led his troops in retreat from British

forces on November 20, 1776. The

Steuben House is now the only extant

building remaining from the 1776

retreat. Hamilton stayed at the

Steuben House as part of

Washington’s encampment in 1780,

and wrote a letter to his friend John

Laurens about his dissatisfaction with

the state of affairs. 

 

1780

The mansion is now Washington's

Headquarters Museum located at 30

Washington Place Morristown, NJ

07052 in the Morristown National

Historical Park. Visit their website

https://www.nps.gov/morr/inde

x.htm.

Their love story is

mentioned in the song

"Helpless", in the

Broadway show Hamilton.

You can visit the Historic New Bridge

Landing at 1201 Main St, River Edge, NJ

07661. For more info visit our website,

https://www.journeythroughjersey.

com/sites/historic-new-bridge-

landing/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Schuyler-Hamilton-House-119730644741433/?tn-str=k*F
https://www.nps.gov/morr/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6frd_dHxPRs
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/historic-new-bridge-landing/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/historic-new-bridge-landing/


You can visit the mansion which is

currently a museum at 199 Totowa

Road, Wayne, NJ 07470. Due to

project work, the Visitor Center

and Museum will remain closed to

the public. However the grounds

remain open, for more info visit

https://www.journeythroughjers

ey.com/sites/dey-mansion/

1780

Princeton Cemetery
(Arron Burr buried),

Princeton, Mercer
County 

After Ford Mansion, the Dey

Mansion became Washington's

headquarters during the

summer and fall of 1780. As one

of Washington's aides de camp,

Hamilton also resided at the

mansion and would write many

letters, both for Washington and

for personal reasons. He would

write to his fiancée Eliza

Schuyler describing the mansion

as a, "house of great

hospitality." Schuyler and

Hamilton’s wedding was

delayed by the war but by

December of 1780 they were

married at Schuylers home in

Albany, NY. 

The Princeton Cemetery is the

resting place of Aaron Burr. While

strolling the grounds, several other

historical names may stand out

including Richard Stockton, John

Witherspoon, David Hunter and

many others.  

1804

Dey Mansion,
Wayne,
Passaic
County

Their duel is mentioned in

the song “The World Was

Wide Enough”, in the

musical Hamilton.

You can visit the Dueling Grounds in Hamilton Park.

https://www.google.com/maps/dir//hamilton+par

k+weehawken/@40.7809123,-74.0210303,15z/data=!4

m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2583afa3402a9:0xbfd

d73be2c13cfba!2m2!1d-74.0161074!2d40.7715954

Dueling Grounds,
Weehawken, Hudson

County
On the morning of July 11, 1804,

Hamilton and Burr met on the

dueling grounds at

Weehawken, New Jersey, to

have the final fight of a long-

lived political and personal

battle. When the duel was

over, Hamilton was mortally

wounded, and Burr would be

wanted for murder. 

Several years earlier Hamilton's

son died in the same grounds,

under the same circumstances.

You can visit the cemetery in

Princeton, Mercer County. For more

information visit the official website,

http://nassauchurch.org/about/

princetoncemetery/ 

https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/dey-mansion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQ1ZwqaXJaQ
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/hamilton+park+weehawken/@40.7809123,-74.0210303,15z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c2583afa3402a9:0xbfdd73be2c13cfba!2m2!1d-74.0161074!2d40.7715954
http://nassauchurch.org/about/princetoncemetery/

